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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 9, 25, 26 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Independent claims 9 and 29 
recite a computer readable medium storing code conversion program to implement the 
recited functions. The specification on page 14, describes a recording medium where 
the recording medium includes a radio communication for carrying the computer 
executable program. 
The specification reads 

"The recording medium includes a nonvolatile memory, a medium such as a CD-ROM, 
an FD, a digital versatile disk (DVD), a magnetic tape (MT), or a portable HDD, and a 
communication medium for cable or radio communication carrying the program, e.g., 
when the program is transmitted from a server device to the communication medium by 
a computer, or the like." 

Thus reading the claims in light of the specification the recited computer readable 
medium encompasses a signal that conveys the computer-executable programs. 

According to 35 USC 101 signals are not patentable subject matter and therefore 
the claims are rejected for the foregoing reasons. 

Allowability withdrawn 
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After further search the indicated allowability of claims 1-10 and 20-22 is 
withdrawn in view of the newly discovered reference(s) to Suzuki et al. Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 5, 9, 13-14 and 23-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Suzuki et al. (7,222,069). 

As to claims 1 and 27, Suzuki teaches a code conversion method (Fig.1) of 
receiving a first code string encoded in a first encoding method and converting the first 
code string into a second code string comprising: 

A first step of receiving a code string, where the code string includes voice codes 
and noise codes, judging the codes in order to separate them (81) into the respective 
code converters, where noise sections are determined based on a noise code and voice 
code are determined based on voice code found in the first code string; a second step 
of dequantizing the codes according to the result, a third step converting the codes of 
the audio signal using the respective voice code converter and noise code converter 
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(82-85) into a second code string different from the first code string and multiplexing the 
code converted string to a second encoder (Figs. 1-3, 20-22, 33; Col. 10, line 60-Col.11, 
line 25) 

With respect to claims 5, 9, 28 and 29 the corresponding computer readable 
medium and code conversion device for performing the steps of converting a first 
encoded string into a second encoding string as claimed in method claim 1 is analogous 
and therefore rejected by Suzuki for the foregoing reasons. 

As to claims 13-14 and 23-26, Suzuki teaches where the first and the second 
encoding methods are different but the system is inherently capable of re-encoding the 
first code string using the same encoding method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel D. Abebe whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7615. The examiner can normally be reached on monday-friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Daniel D Abebe/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



